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AOS NOTES

Special thanks to John Katzler for contributing information to this issue of The Whistle Stop.

If you have any articles or pictures to contribute, please call Jeff Curtin at (847) 397-8266 or mail to:  721 W. Bloomfield Ct, Palatine, IL  60067.  Email is thecurtinfamily@aol.com.

7th Annual AOS Golf Outing- 2001
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Place:

Palatine Hills Golf Course



Date:

Thursday June 14, 2001


Time:

Tee Times begin at 11:00am



Cost:

$42/per person.

Cost includes Golf, Cart & Lunch

(after golf).



Contact:
Raul Zaldivar (847) 991-7238 (Home)

 





    (847) 359-4020 (Work)





John Katzler  (847) 259-1934





Jeff Curtin     (847) 397-8266

Singles Welcome!!  We’ll put you in a foursome if you don’t have one.  Non-members or neighbors are welcome as well.  Please call to RSVP before June 7.  Please call with credit card to reserve your place. This will confirm your reservation.
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We Need Football Officials  by Jim Glueckert

We are still in need of high school football officials.  For you basketball officials, please thing about adding a sport, the fall weather is beautiful and it’s great to get outside and enjoy the fresh air!  Football officials please talk to friends and relatives and encourage them to join our ranks.  Between the clinics offered and the help they will get from AOS members, we can get them trained.  If you have anyone that is interested please call me, work 847-506-7130 or home 847-253-4210.

AOS Promotions 

Congratulations to the following members on their recent promotions:


Members:

Paul Black
        Football
 
Promoted to Certified





Don Christ             Football

Promoted to Recognized





Jimmy McDaniel   Basketball
Promoted to Certified





George Mudd        Basketball
Promoted to Certified





Don Christ             Basketball
Promoted to Certified
AOS Election Results

Here are the newly elected AOS Officers for 2001-2002!!

President





Raul Zaldivar

Secretary





Tom Karnatz

Membership Chairman



Al Zientko

Treasurer





Frank Spina

Football Vice President



Tom Judy

Football Board Member



Bob Whittington

Football Assignment Chairman


Jim Glueckert

Basketball Vice President



Ryan Hamm

Basketball Board Member



John Katzler

Basketball Assignment Chairman


Bill Kopp

Past President





Jim Gutzmer

IACAO Representative



John Griffin
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BASKETBALL DIVISION 

VP Report Basketball          by Paul Schoessling

As I complete my 2-year tenure as Basketball Vice-President, I would like to thank everyone in the group for your participation and support.  We had two solid seasons of speakers and I received a lot of positive feedback from the group on the quality of the basketball program.  I look forward to working with our new Vice-President Ryan Hamm and getting him settled into the position.  Ryan is an excellent official and an accomplished speaker who will do an outstanding job leading the basketball meetings next year.

I also want to take this opportunity to pass on to our basketball members unable to attend our last general meeting (March 19) some of the important comments made at the meeting in regards to state tournament officiating.  Namely, we want to see more AOS basketball officials involved in the state tournament, and ultimately working the State Finals!  The AOS is pushing hard to get as many of our officials involved in the state tournament but we can’t do it alone.  To reach this goal takes many years of hard work and perseverance but there are a couple of basic things we all should do:

1) Make sure to log on the IHSA website regularly throughout the season and rate your fellow AOS

officials.  Rate your game partners, rate other officials you see officiating games before or after your own game, rate officials you’ve worked with in summer tournaments.    Just remember to rate, rate, rate!!!.   These ratings from fellow officials often offset negative ratings from coaches who from time to time turn in poor rating on officials for reasons as simple as losing a game or seeing an official make one bad call.

2)  Remember to get Certified.    The new IHSA rating system gives more points to officials who are Certified

      vs. Recognized or Registered.    Work on getting your “C” and it will help you work your way up.

3) Work more games.   The IHSA tracks the number of varsity games that officials work and also assigns a 

point system based on the number of varsity games an official works.   Can you pick up some more games for next year?   Are there any conferences you could work that you’re not already working?    Contact the league Assignment Chairman to find out what is involved in getting to work varsity games in their conference.    Yes, in some cases in may take working non-varsity games for a few years, or going to a camp, but the extra work now may prove to be worth it a couple of years down the road.  

These are the basics to getting into the state tournament. If other officials are not rating you, or if you’re not Certified, or if your schedule isn’t as full as it should be, then work on improving these areas.   The AOS will push as hard as it can to get officials in the state tournament but remember the ultimate responsibility for advancing in the state playoffs lies with the official himself/ herself.    If you’re already an established official and you’re not advancing in the state tournament then consider calling the IHSA office.  Try to get feedback on what is holding you back.

These are just some of the suggestions I heard at our general meeting.    Let’s work on getting more AOS officials involved in the state tournament next year.      

Thanks again for a great two years.    I hope everyone has a great summer.
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Personal Notes 

AOS sends a get well to member Al Raya who had open heart surgery in March.

AOS sends condolences to the family of John Mullarkey, of Oak Park, who passed away in March.

IHSA State Basketball  

AOS Basketball  2001 - Congratulations to the following members who worked 2001 Playoff games:

Wayne Boeckelman



Girls Sectional

Tom Brophy




Boys Sectional Final

Tom Cordogan




Boys Regional Final

Jeff Curtin




Boys Regional Final

Mike Geske




Boys Sectional Final

John Griffin




Boys Regional Final

Jim Gutzmer




Girls Regional Final

Bill Handzel




Girls Regional Final

Jerry Heidlauf




GIRLS STATE FINALS

Dan Korvas




Boys Regional Final

Keith Nykiel




Girls Regional Final/Boys Regional

Rich Peterson




Boys Regional Final

Steve Ramseyer



Girls Sectional

Al Raya




Girls Sectional Final

Greg Schmelzer



Girls Regional Final/Women’s Jr. College

Paul Schoessling



Boys Regional Final

Jeff Schwarz




Girls Regional Final

Randy Steen




Boys Regional Final/Girls Regional

Chuck Trojan




Girls Regional

Raul Zaldivar




Girls Regional Final

Al Zientko




Girls Regional Final

Congratulations to all, especially Jerry Heidlauf on his 2nd State Finals.

Suburban Prairie Boys Basketball  by  Keith Nykiel 

Hi  fellow AOS Members!  Fred Allman, who had been assigning Boys lower level basketball for the Suburban Prairie and the West Suburban Conferences will no longer be doing so.  I have been asked by Harry Bohn to take over Fred’s assignment responsibilities for the Suburban Prairie.  As you are aware, the conference covers a large geographical area.  I will attempt to assign officials close to their home areas unless they do not have a preference and don’t mind traveling.  If any AOS members have previously worked or are interested in working Freshman, Sophomore, (and yet to be determined JV) games, please have them contact me.  Freshman play at 5:30 during the week and on Saturday.  I do not have Non-Conference schedule but the times will be the same. 

My telephone number is (630) 986-6308, or feel free to send your open dates to:  Keith Nykiel, 874 BlueStem Drive, Bolingbrook,  IL  60440.

Page 4

Notes from 2001 IHSA State Finals    by   Jerry Heidlauf 

Working the State Finals had been a goal of mine since I began officiating 32 years ago.  Finally, in 2000 I was assigned to the Girls AA State Finals.  I was also fortunate enough to be assigned to work the 2001 Girls AA State Finals.  Even though I knew officials in the stands had varying opinions on whether or not I was efficient enough as an official to be assigned the tournament, it was thrilling and humbling to be working in front of them.  I wish every official could experience the joy of working the State Finals.

The IHSA and I.S.U. staff treated the officials with respect and were extremely helpful.  Tournament officials and their spouses were invited to the banquet on Thursday night.  After dinner, the teams and coaches were introduced.  The guest speaker last year was Cynthia Cooper.  This year the speaker was Cheryl Swoopes.  After dinner the officials met with Dr. Marty Hickman and received assignments for Friday’s games.  Assignments for Saturday games were given after the last game on Friday.

I was especially proud and happy this year because my wife, three of my children, and my two grandchildren were there to share my excitement.  I was somewhat disappointed to be assigned the 3rd place game on Saturday.  However, my family and friends have pointed out to me that many officials would have been happy to trade places with me.

Reflections from 30 years of Officiating  by  Dan Korvas 

I have been an active official for 30 years and my level of experience is surpassed by none.  I have been a head basketball coach an have attained the following levels of officiating experience:

-Former Supervisor of Officials for the Upstate 8 Conference

-Illinois High School State Finals at the University of Illinois at Champaign    1990-93

-IHSA State Finals Championship Title Game in 1992

-W.A.B.A. Official (Women’s Professional Basketball)

-W.B.L. Official (Women’s Professional Basketball League)

-Men’s Division I Official in Missouri Valley League

-Men’s Division I Basketball Official in the Association of Mid-Continent Universities

-C.B.A. Staff Official (Continental Basketball League-NBA Affiliate)

-NBA Staff Official (Alternate) for National Basketball Association

-CCIW Official in 1970’s & 1980’s (12 years)

-Former Official N4C Conference

-Former Official in the Skyway Community Conference

-Prior Officials Supervisory Experience

-I have taught an Officials Training Basketball Course for 18 years which involved all aspects of officiating as well as recruitment of new Basketball referees.

In addition to my resume of achievements, I am also announcing my retirement at the end of the 2001-2002 season.  Next season will be my 30th season and it will also be my last.






Did you Know?   by Bill Handzel 

-In Basketball or Football players or coach can call a Time-out.  In Volleyball, only the coach or captain may call time out.
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John Katzler elected into IBCA Hall of Fame 

On Saturday April 28, 2001 AOS own John Katzler was elected into the Illinois Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame.  It was quite an occasion as over 1000 people attended the ceremonies. Saturday was a busy day for John including the Hall of Fame Reception, Hall of Fame Banquet (Master of Ceremonies was Art Kimball of Kimball Broadcasting), and then Post Reception at the Holiday Inn (with all of John’s coaching friends).  There was a contingency of AOS members and friends who witnessed the event.  Of course the next day was spent at a local Bloomington IL golf course.  All in all, it was a great weekend and great honor for one of AOS most highly regarded members.  Congratulations JOHN!!

Basketball Officials Training Camp (7/23-7/25/2001)
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It’s time to plan ahead if you’re intent upon improving your officiating skills and techniques by attending a training camp this summer.  For the 18th consecutive year, John Katzler will conduct the premier training camp in the area.  The camp will be held at Lake Forest College on 7/23-7/25 (3 days).  This training is a certified IHSA clinic and will fulfill the one-in-three year state requirement for each official to retain his/her license, as well as the 3-person requisite necessary for tournament assignments.  See attached flyer for details or call John at 847-259-1934.

3-Person Basketball Mechanics Certification Camp 


Dates:  June 18th thru June 21st, 2001 (evenings) 
Location: Schaumburg High School

Monday Evening:
  
A 3-hour classroom discussion on 3-person and on-floor walk-thru 

positions.
Tuesday - Thursday:

Officials will be able to select which of the 3 evenings they would like to work their 3 games.  Games will be held from 6:30-8:45pm.  Every official will receive a written critique.  This camp is a 6 hour certification satisfying the IHSA requirement to maintain officiating license (must be done every 3 years).

To register or for more information, contact Ed Curtin at 847-991-3144.
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